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USD HOLDS CQl\,fMENCEMENT EXERCISES ON :MAY 25 
424 OSD seniors will receive their Bachelor's Degrees, 
150graduates will receive their Master's, and 302 law students will 
receive their J.D. degrees during the University of San Diego's 
1980 Commencement exercises on Sunday, May 25, in the USD 
Campus Stadium. 
Ceremonies for the School of Law begin at 10:30 a.m. 
Undergraduate and graduate students will receive degrees at 3 p.m. 
Of the 574 receiving Bachelor's and Master's Degrees, there are 
251 men and 323 women. Law School graduates include 209 men and 
93 women. · 
Addressing the 574 seniors and graduate students at the 3 p.m. 
ceremony will be Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, c.s.c., President of 
the University of Notre Dame. Hesburgh received a B.A. from the 
University of Notre Dame, a Ph.B. from the Gregorian University in 
Rome, a S.T.L. from Holy Cross College in Washington, D.C., and a 
S.T.D. from the Catholic University in Washington, D.C. 
Hesburgh will receive an Honorary Doctor of Laws 
from USD---the 72nd Honorary Degree of his career. Hesburgh was 
appointed President of Notre Dame in 1952, and has been with the 
University in various capacities since 1945. 
Hesburgh serves on dozens of boards and committees, and is 
Chairman of the Academic Council of the Ecumenical Institute for 
Advanced Theological Studies in Jerusalem, a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Rockefeller Foundation, a Board of Director of 
Chase Manhatten Bank and the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, 
a member of the Commission on United States-Latin American Relations, 
a member of the President's Commission on the Holocaust, Chairman 
of the Select Commission on Immigration and Refugee Policy, and 
a member of the State Department's Policy Planning Council. 
Addressing the School of Law graduating class will be 
A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr., a Circuit Judge for the U.S. Court of 
Appeals, Third Circuit. Judge Higginbotham received his B.A. 
from Antioch College and his LLB. from Yale Law School. 
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Higginbotham was appointed to the Third Circuit seat by 
President Carter in 1977; he served as U.S. District Judge, Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania from 1964 to 1977. Higginbotham is also 
an Adjunct Professor at the University of Pennsylvania's 
Wharton Graduate School, and serves as a Lecturer-in-Law at the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School. 
Higginbotham was appointed by President John Kennedy for a 
seven-year term as a Commissioner for the Federal Trade Commission 
in 1962, and was the first black to be a commission-level-member 
of any Federal Regulatory Agency. He was also the youngest person 
to be named a Commissioner at the Federal Trade Commission. 
Judge Higginbotham will receive an Honorary Doctor of 
Laws Degree from USD. 
Also receiving Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degrees 
at the 3 p.rn. ceremony will be Dr. Ray Billington, a Senior Research 
Associate with the Huntington Library in San Marino, and Rev. 
Monsignor I. Brent Eagen, Chancellor of the Catholic Diocese of 
San Diego. 
Billington is a world-reknown historian who has been with 
the Huntington Library since 1963. He received a Ph.B. from 
the University of Wisconsin, a M.A. from the University of Michigan, 
a Ph.D. from Harvard, and a M.A. from Oxford University. From 
1949 to 1963, Billington served as "William Smith Mason" Professor 
of History at Northwestern University. He is an expert historian 
on the development of the Western and Southwestern regions of the 
U.S. 
Monsignor Eagen was ordained in 1956, and received his M.A. 
from Loyola University. Eagen is Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
at USO, and a member of the Canon Law Society of America, the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews, and the Community 
Board of Mercy Hospital. He is Pastor of California's First 
Church, Mission San Diego de Alcala. 
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NOTE TO EDITORS: For interviews with any of the commencement 
speakers and honorary degree recipients, please contact Bill Ritter, 
USD News Writer, 291-6480, extension 4296 or 4297. 
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